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PRESTIGE FUNDS - FINANCE FIRM LENDS OVER GBP 1 BILLION
TO UK SME SECTOR
Nucleus Commercial Finance has now lent over GBP 1 billion through a flexible
and innovative approach to business lending.

LONDON 25 January 2019: Prestige Funds, a leader in direct lending strategies in the British
Isles, is pleased to report that loans provided by Nucleus Commercial Finance, one of its
finance companies, have now exceeded GBP 1 billion / USD 1.3 billion. Nucleus is an
important partner for Prestige, managing several dedicated loan portfolios to UK SMEs.
In 2018 Nucleus provided GBP 282 million / USD 366 million to SME enterprises, representing
a record-breaking year for the firm, including a GBP 14.5 million / USD 18.8 million Asset
Based Lending (ABL) facility which helped to secure over 800 jobs in the logistics sector.
Q4/2018 was Nucleus’ strongest quarter to date: the company extended GBP 16.3 million /
USD 21.1 million in loans. A newly launched (November 2018) portal for independent brokers
saw over 900 finance applications in two months. Nucleus was founded in 2011 to provide a
true bank alternative to businesses that were getting a ‘raw deal’ from traditional lenders.
“Investor interest in lending as an asset class is running at an all-time high,” says Craig
Reeves, Founder of Prestige Funds. “We are now in our 11th year managing funds in this
market and continue to see active and new interest in UK SME lending from investors around
the world. The ability of firms like Nucleus to source the right deals for our funds and manage
risk appropriately is important to the success of this strategy.”
Much of the finance for Nucleus stems from the Commercial Finance Opportunities Fund
(“CFO”), which is a SICAV domiciled in Luxembourg and listed on Euronext Dublin. The Fund
strategy was launched in 2011 and over the medium term has achieved low volatility and low
correlation to traditional equity and fixed income markets. During 2016 several dedicated
institutional share classes were launched and continue to attract significant investment from
clients in Europe, the Middle East, Asia and South America.
Global assets in direct lending funds achieved a record GBP 667 billion / USD 867 billion at
the end of 2017, according to data from Preqin. This means that the industry has almost tripled
in size since the Great Financial Crisis of 2007/08.

www.prestigefunds.com

Reeves added: “Nucleus is staffed with experienced commercial finance professionals who
have worked within some of the UK’s largest banking and finance organisations. But beyond
that, the team is increasingly providing a consultative role when looking at large and complex
opportunities - advising businesses beyond providing a simple loan. The business is also
taking an innovative approach to supporting their SME clients, including substantial
investment in new technology.”
Nucleus continues to play an important role in providing UK SMEs with much-needed
customised financial solutions at a time when many commercial banks are retreating from the
market, or pursuing a more rigid, off the shelf approach to business lending.
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ABOUT PRESTIGE
Founded in 2007, Prestige consists of several companies under common ownership and control. The
objective of this enterprise is to provide professional, innovative financial products and services to a
diverse international client base and to deliver consistent, positive investment returns.
Prestige is also committed to continuously improving all areas of its business while empowering and
developing its diverse team of professionals - many of whom come from senior positions within banking,
finance and investment management.

The key strengths of Prestige are People, Processes and Systems
Prestige was established just months before the largest ever global financial crisis which continues to
significantly shape many aspects of our world today in economic, political and social terms.
Since then, and against many odds, Prestige has successfully launched several businesses and
innovative financial products and services that now include a team of over 100 professionals in the UK
and several international financial centres as well as raising over USD 1.6 billion. It is testament to the
hard work of its various teams, the systems and processes used, and the products and services created
that the Prestige business continues to grow and evolve.

http://www.prestigefunds.com/wp-content/uploads/ABOUT-PRESTIGE.pdf
Established in 2007, Prestige Asset Management Limited (PAML) is a UK-based administration and
marketing company authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) (No: 486239)
and is a member of the Alternative Investment Management Association (AIMA) and the Chartered
Institute for Securities and Investment (CISI). PAML is entirely privately owned by its senior
management. The company specialises in providing investment administration and marketing support
services to international fund managers, wealth managers, asset managers, financial advisors and
financial intermediaries.
Established in 2011, Prestige Capital Management Limited is a Malta-based investment management
company regulated by the Malta Financial Services Authority (MFSA) and is entirely privately owned by
its senior management. The company specialises in international alternative investments with a focus
on absolute return, actively managed strategies and is responsible for the management and operation
of several European-domiciled investment funds. Prestige Capital Management Limited is authorised
and regulated by the Malta Financial Services Authority (MFSA) and is a member of the Malta Funds
Industry Association (MFIA). Prestige Capital Limited is a full scope AIFM and is authorised as such in
accordance with the Alternative Investment Fund Managers Directive (AIFMD).
Established in 2009, Prestige Fund Management Limited is a Cayman based Fund Management
company registered with the Cayman Islands Monetary Authority (CIMA) and is entirely privately owned
by its senior management. The company specialises in international alternative investments with a
focus on absolute return, actively managed strategies and is responsible for the management and
operation of several investment funds. Prestige Fund Management Limited is registered with the
Cayman Islands Monetary Authority (CIMA).
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SMALL / MEDIUM ENTERPRISE - FINANCE ARRANGER

Nucleus Commercial Finance Limited
Registered Office: 2 Gees Court, London W1U 1JA, United Kingdom

www.nucleuscommercialfinance.com

INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT MARKETING & ADMINISTRATION SERVICES

Prestige Asset Management Limited
Registered Office: 36 Spital Square, London, E1 6DY, United Kingdom
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INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT & ADMINISTRATION SERVICES

Prestige Capital Management Limited
Registered Office: 1st Floor, De Lellis Building, 105 Triq San Pawl, Naxxar, NXR 4017, Malta

E:

info@prestigefunds.com (Marketing)

E:

info@prestigecapitalmanagement.com.mt (Operations)
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INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Prestige Fund Management Limited
Registered Office: P.O. Box 1344, DMS House, 20 Genesis Close, Grand Cayman KY1-1108 Cayman Islands

E:

info@prestigefundmanagement.ky (Operations)
www.prestigefundmanagement.ky
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NOTE: This International Press Release is issued by Prestige Asset Management Limited which is regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) and is for information purposes only. This communication does not constitute
an offer or solicitation to purchase any investment products, securities or services and should not be deemed as
such. CFO is an experienced investor fund, and potential investors should seek professional independent financial
advice prior to making any decision to invest. It is also a collective investment scheme as defined by the
Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier (CSSF) and is licensed to carry out the activities of a collective
investment scheme in the form of a Professional Investor Fund targeting respective eligible investors. In the UK
such funds are Unregulated Collective Investment Scheme (UCIS) / Non Mainstream Pooled Investments (NMPI),
and are higher risk and not suitable for all types of investor (Retail).It is the responsibility of all users to be informed
of and to observe all applicable laws and regulations of any relevant jurisdiction, and to satisfy themselves that
their use of this information and any subsequent investment is permissible under the applicable laws, rules, and
regulations of any applicable government, governmental agency or regulatory organisation where they reside.
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